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Make the most of your camp experience while getting a head start on your college career by 
enrolling in the ASCTC College Credit Course. ASCTC enables you to hone your skills as a 
performer while mastering the critical and creative thinking skills needed to be successful in all areas 
of life – inside the classroom and out. The ASCTC College Credit Course further helps you prepare 
for the more traditional academic rigors of college-level classes. This course takes all the stuff you 
learn during camp and puts it into a more pedagogically familiar environment. Consolidate and 
reinforce everything: from the techniques you learn in rehearsal to the collaborative tactics you 
didn’t realize you were learning. Earn 3 credit hours from Mary Baldwin University, which are 
transferrable to other institutions. 
 
Core Components 
 
Training: Training consists of Master Classes and workshops taught by professional instructors, 
including ASC actors and education artists, and dedicated to the acquisition of academic skills as well 
as valuable performance techniques. Performance training focuses on building a strong and solid 
foundation in timeless theatrical techniques, including Master Classes in both Voice and Movement 
along with workshops in music and stage combat. Academic training includes workshops aimed at 
equipping students with the tools necessary to engage fully with Shakespeare’s plots, characters, and 
language, including the properties of his verse, the patterns of his rhetoric, and the structural 
interplay between his actors and his audiences. 
 
Rehearsal: During the duration of an ASCTC session, students spend nearly 70 hours in rehearsal: 
48 hours rehearsing their Main Show (a dynamic and engaging one-hour version of a Shakespeare 
play to be performed at the Blackfriars Playhouse) and an additional 20 hours rehearsing the 
Showcase.  
 
Academic Lectures: Students attend lectures given by actors, scholars, and professors. Lectures 
range in topic and cover areas like scansion and rhetoric, textual culture in the early modern period, 
Shakespeare’s theatres, source study of the plays, design technique and theory, and Elizabethan and 
Jacobean history. 
 
College Credit Class: In addition to the camp program, those seeking college credit further enhance 
the experience through participation in the separate College Credit Class. The class provides a more 
conventional and targeted pedagogical overview of Shakespeare’s collaborative work. The Class’s 
seminar-style discussions are targeted towards intellectual understanding and application of the skills 
gained during training, rehearsal, and lectures. Assignments are designed to enhance reading, writing, 
public speaking, and critical discussion techniques to the college level. Class meets several times per 
week for an introduction session, instructor lecture, and seminar discussion. The topics outlined in 
the syllabus included below are subject to change based on student needs and interests as well as the 
week’s work. 
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Evaluation 

 Regular feedback from the course instructor 
 Written evaluation of the final project 
 Written evaluation from the director of the play 

 
 

Cost: The college credit program is a 3-credit course that requires an additional tuition fee paid 
directly to Mary Baldwin University. Financial Aid cannot be used for College Credit tuition. MBU 
gives ASCTC campers a reduced tuition rate every year; the 2017 tuition rate is $395 per credit hour 
for a total fee of $1185. Please contact Lia Wallace to complete your enrollment and for payment 
processing. 
 
Mary Baldwin College catalogue number: THEA-277L-A 
Shakespeare in Performance (3 s.h.) 
 
Assignments: 
 

1. Daily Journal of notes and reflections from rehearsals, workshops, lectures, and 
performances to be collected once a week. 

2. Readings assigned by course instructor each week. 
3. Final Project: individually determined project focused on the theme of Accessing 

Shakespeare. Projects due 2 weeks after the session ends. In the past, the final project has 
usually been a 5-7 page research paper, but we recognize that the college preparatory needs 
can vary greatly from camper to camper. Campers will decide on the format of their final 
projects in consultation with the course instructor.  

 
Grade and Evaluation: 
Show rehearsals and director evaluation: 20% 
Final project: 20% 
Participation: 10% 
Daily Journal: 50%
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Week 1 
 
Introduction 
Meet to discuss assignments and syllabus and 
assess course goals for each student. Decide 
on topics to explore and methodology for 
exploration. 
 
Instructor will outline expectations and 
collection dates for the Daily Journal 
assignment and set the stage for students to 
begin thinking about the shape of their final 
projects.  
 
Introduction concludes with a college prep 
overview of research sources and strategies 
including on-campus research tools and 
online databases, journals, websites, and 
collections.  

 
Seminar – Print Accessibility  
Instructor-led discussion on the limits of 
accessibility created by print: both modern 
and early modern..  

 
Discussion 
Student-led discussion on seminar materials 
and readings as well as topics covered in 
rehearsals and master classes. Daily Journals 
collected. 
 

Week 2 
 
Introduction 
Exploration of rehearsal practices. Students 
identify and select the key points they want 
to examine further during seminar. 

 
Seminar – Rehearsing Accessibility 
Instructor-led discussion of the limitations to 
accessibility found in both early modern and 
modern rehearsal rooms.  

 
Discussion 
Student-led discussion of ASC rehearsal 
observation. Continued discussion of 
seminar topics. 
Daily Journals collected. 

 
Week 3 

 
Introduction  
Students propose final project topics. 
Introduction focuses on both peer and 
instructor feedback on topic proposals.  
 

Seminar – Project Accessibility 
Instructor-led discussion on proposed final 
project topics. Instructor schedules one-on-
one meetings with students to finalize final 
project topics.  
 

Discussion 
Student presentations of completed project 
topic proposals. 
Final Daily Journal collection. 
 
 


